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Facies non omnibus una, 





Nee diverfa tamen. Ovip. 


Mr. T O W WN. 


ee45g? 'T is whimfical to obferve the miftakes that 
we country gentlemen are led into at our 
firft coming to town. We are induced to 





ra: think, and indeed truly, that your fine 
“* ladies are compofed of different materials 
from our rural ones; fince, though they fleep all day and 
rake all night, they ftill remain as frefh and ruddy asa 
parfon’s daughter or a farmer’s wife. At other times we 
are apt to wonder, that fuch delicate creatures as they ap- 
pear fhould yet be fo much proof againft cold, as to look as 
rofy in Yanuary as in ‘fune, and even in the fharpeft weather 
Zzzz to 
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to be very unwilling to approach the fire. I was at a lofs to 
account for this unalterable hue of their complexions: but 
I foon found that beauty was not more peculiar to the air 
of St. Fames’s than of York; and that this perpetual bloom 
was not native, but imported from abroad. Not content 
with that red and white which nature gave, your belles are 
reduced (as they pretend) to the neceflity of fupplying the 
fluth of health with the rouge of vermilion, and giving us 
Spani/h wool for Englif/h beauty. 


Tue very reafon alledged for this fafhionable practice is 
fuch, as (if they ferioufly confidered it) the ladies would be 
afhamed to mention. ‘ The late hours they are objiged to 
* keep, render them fuch perfec? frights, that they would 
*‘ be as loth to appear abroad without paint as without 
** cloaths,.’”” This, it muft be acknowledged, is too true: 
But would they fuffer their fathers or their hufbands to 
wheel them down for one month to the old manfion-houfe, 
they would foon be fenfible of the change, and foon per. 
ceive how much the early walk exceeds the late affembly. 
The vigils of the card-table have {poiled many a good face ; 
and I have known a beauty ftick tothe midnight rubbers, till 
fhe has grown as homely as the Queen of Spades. There is 
nothing more certain in all Hoyle’s cafes, than that Whift 
and late hours will ruin the fineft fet of features: but if the 
ladies would give up their routes for the healthy amufe- 
ments of the country, I will venture to fay their carmine 
would be then as ufelefs as their artificial nofegays, 


A MoRALIsT might talk to them of the heinoufnefs of 
this practice ; fince all deceit is criminal, and painting is 
no better than looking a lye. And fhould they urge that 
nobody is deceived by it, he might add, that the plea for 


admitting it is then at an end; fince few are yet arrived at 
that 
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that height of French politenefs, as to drefs their cheeks in 
public, and to profefs wearing vermilion as openly as 
powder. But I fhall content myfelf with ufing an argu- 
ment more likely to prevail: and fuch I truft will be 
the affurance, that this practice is highly difagreeable to 
the men. What muft be the mortification, and what 
the difguft of the lover, who goes to bed to a bride as 
blooming as an angel, and finds her in the morning as 
wan and yellow as a corpfe? For marriage foon takes 
off the mafk; and all the refources of art, all the my- 
fteries of the toilet are then at an end, He that is thus 
wedded to a cloud inftead of a ‘funo, may well be al- 
lowed to complain, but without relief: for this is a cuftom, 
which once admitted fo tarnifhes the fkin, that it is next 


Ww 


to impoflible ever to retrieve it. Let me therefore caution 
thofe young beginners, who are not yet difcoloured paft 
redemption, to leave it off in time, and endeavour to 
procure and preferve by early hours that unaffected bloom, 
which art cannot give, and which only age or ficknefs 


can take away. 


Our beauties were formerly above making ufe of fo 
poor an artifice: They trufted to the lively colouring of 
nature, which was heightened by temperance and exercife; 
but our modern belles are obliged to retouch their cheeks 
every day, to keep them in repair. We were then as fuperior 
to the French in the affembly as in the field: but fince a 
trip to France has been thought a requifite in the education 
of our ladies as well as gentlemen, our polite females 
have thought fit to drefs their faces as well as their heads 
a la mode de Paris, 1am told, that when an Engii/h lady 
is at Paris, fhe is fo furrounded with falfe faces, that fhe is 


herfelf obliged (if fhe would not appear fingular) to put on 
the 
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the mafk. But who would exchange the brilliancy of the 
diamond for the faint luftre of French pafte? And for my 
part I would as foon expect, that an Engli/h beauty at Morocco 
would japan her face with lamb-black, in complaifance to the 
fable beauties of that country. Let the French ladies white- 
wafh and plaifter their fronts, and lay on their colours with 
a trowel : but thefe dawbings of art are no more to be com- 
pared to the genuine glow of a Briti/b cheek, than the 
coarfe ftreaks of the painter’s brufh can refemble the native 
veins of the marble. This contraft is placed in a proper 
light in Mr. Addifon’s fine epigram on Lady Manchefer ; 
which will ferve to convince us of the force of undiffembled 
beauty. 


When haughty Gallia’s dames, that fpread 
O’er their pale cheeks a lifelefs red, 
Beheld this beauteous ftranger there, 


In native charms divinely fair, 
Confufion in their looks they how'd, 
And with unborrow’d blufhes glow’ d. 


I think, Mr. Town, you might eafily prevail on your 
fair readers to leave off this unnatural practice, if you 
could once thoroughly convince them, that it impairs 
their beauty inftead of improving it. A lady’s face, like 
the coats in the Tale of a Tub, if left to itfelf, will wear 
well; but if you offer to load it with foreign orna- 
ments, you deftroy the original ground. 


Amonc other matter of wonder on my firft coming to 
town, I was much furprifed at the general appearance of 
youth among the ladies, At prefent there is no diftinction 
in their complexions between a beauty in her teens and 
a lady in her grand climacteric: yet at the fame time I 
could 
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could not but take notice of the wonderful variety in the 
face of the fame lady. 1 have known an olive beauty on 
a Monday grow very ruddy and blooming on Tuefday; 
turn pale on Wednefday; come round to the olive hue 
again on Thurfday ; and in a word, change her complexion 
as often as her gown. I was amazed to find no old aunts 
in this town, except a few unfafhionable people, whom no 
body knows ; the reft ftill continuing in the zenith of their 
youth and health, and falling off, like timely fruit, without 
any previous decay. All this was a myftery that I could 
not unriddle, ’till on being introduced to fome ladies, I 
unluckily improved the hue of my lips at the expence of a 
fair one, who unthinkingly had turned her cheek; and 
found that my kiffes were given, (as is obferved:in the epi« 
gram) like thofe of Pyramus, through a wall. I then found, 
that this furprifing youth and: beauty was all counterfeit; 
and that (as Hamlet fays) ‘ God had given them one face, 
‘«< and they had made themfelves another.”’ 


I HAVE mentioned the accident of my carrying off half 

a lady’s face by a falute, that your courtly dames may learn 
to put on their faces a little tighter; but as for my own 
daughters, while fuch fafhians prevail, they fhall ftill re- 
main in York/hire. There, I think, they are pretty fafe; 
for this unnatural fafhion will hardly make its way into the 
country, as this vamped complexion would not ftand againft 
the rays of the fun, and would inevitably melt away in a 
country dance. The ladies have, indeed, been always the 
greateft enemies to their own beauty, and feem to have a 
defign againft their own faces. At one time the whole 
countenance was eclipfed in a black velvet mafk ; at another 
it was blotted with patches; and at prefent it is crufted over 
with plaifter of Paris. In thofe battered belles, who ftill 
SA aim 
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aim at conqueft, this practice is in fome fort excufable ; but 
it is furely as ridiculous in a young lady to give up beauty 
for paint, as it would be to draw a good fet of teeth 
merely to fill their places: with a row of ivory. 


InpEED, fo common is this fafhion among the young 
as well as the old, that when I am in a groupe of beau- 
ties, I confider them as fo many ‘pretty pictures; looking 
about me with as little emotion, as I do at Hudfon’s: 
And if any thing fills me with admiration, it is the judi- 
cious arrangement of the tints; and the delicate touches 
of the painter. Art very often feems almoft to vye with — 
nature: but my attention is too frequently diverted by 
confidering the texture and hue of the fkin beneath ; 
and the picture fails to charm, while my thoughts are» 
engrofied by' the .wood and. canvafs. 





I am, Sir,,your bumble Servant, 


RUSTICUS, 


+4 We hope the letter directed (as defired) for A. B. is | 
received, and fhould be glad to bear from him. 
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